Harvard Local  Solutions for a sustainable community

Harvard Local came together from a group of people interested in understanding the vulnerabilities we face with rising oil prices, diminishing oil supplies, and climate change, problems that will affect all of us.  We soon recognized that revitalizing local communities 

will help us prepare for a changing future. 

The Future will be different

As supplies of fossil fuels go down and prices go up, more than our pocketbooks will be affected. Our current well-being is dependent upon affordable oil and natural gas for transportation, heating, electricity, water and food supply. Yet, we are using up our global energy resources at an alarming rate that will leave little for our children, and almost none for their children. In the process, excessive carbon emissions are changing the world’s climate.

Writing in a 2005 report for the US Department of Energy, Robert Hirsch said that in the near future, when demand for oil and natural gas exceeds supply, "liquid fuel prices and price volatility will increase dramatically, and, without timely mitigation, the economic, social, and political costs will be unprecedented.”

Starting at Home

Addressing these problems requires actions at all levels, from the international level to small communities. In our own town there are significant things that we can do. 

We believe strongly that the most effective response to the energy supply-demand problem is to first reduce demand.  By reducing demand now, we greatly extend the available supply and give ourselves more time to adapt to its decline. Reducing demand does not mean reducing quality of life – it means living more efficiently. Simple things like insulating our homes and keeping car tires inflated save enormous energy, and money as well.

Food that is produced thousands of miles away, dependent on fossil fuel-based fertilizers, pesticides and transportation fuel, is not something we can count on in the future. Harvard Local believes that the best way to preserve our rich, but rapidly diminishing, agricultural heritage is to help local farms be profitable.  Buying from local farm stands, small independent producers, and Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) farms is sufficient to make many small farms economically viable.

Harvard Local is a non-partisan organization of citizens sharing information and looking for community solutions. If we will all face similar problems, why not try to solve them together? 

Please see the other side of this page for details about what we can do.

To find out more, please go to our web site: www.HarvardLocal.org.

The real challenge now is to use conservation and efficiency to reduce our demand for oil so that we have enough oil left to make the investments on alternatives and renewables [that] can take the place of oil. – U. S. Congressman Roscoe Bartlett

Harvard Local  What we can do
At present, Harvard Local has begun activities in the following areas:

· Community Education
· Home Energy Efficiency
· Food Source Security
· Transportation.

Community Education

www.HarvardLocal.org.  Our web site is a collection point for Harvard Local activities, discussion forum, resource links, and background information.  Everyone is encouraged to join the discussion and contribute ideas.

Film Series.  We will host a film series with open discussions in Harvard beginning in April 2006, on topics related to energy, localization, and sustainable living.

Home Energy Efficiency

Sign up for a Home Energy Audit. In spring 2006, Conservation Services Group (CSG) will conduct a town wide volunteer home energy audit sweep for all Harvard homeowners who wish to have their homes inspected for energy efficiency improvements.  CSG will provide contractors to do remediation.  Residents can sign up for a free home energy audit at the Harvard Local table at Town Meeting, and avoid a wait.

Sign up for New England GreenUp. Sponsored by the Mass Energy Consumers Alliance, this program allows you to buy your residential electric power from 100% renewable sources.  There is a small (2.4 cents/KWHr) additional charge that supports renewable energy resources.  The Town receives a payback of up to one dollar for each dollar invested.  Residents can sign up for GreenUp at the Harvard Local table at Town Meeting.

Take Advantage of Incentives and Tax Credits. To make it easier to understand the many incentive programs for energy efficiency and alternatives, we have put together a table of Incentives and Tax Credits for home renewable energy and energy efficiency improvements.  Go to the web site and click Incentives.

Food Source Security

Support Local Farms.  We’ve compiled a list of Local Area Farms, CSAs, and Farm Stands, including a list of produce, distance from Harvard, and contact information for each producer.  See our flyers: Supporting Harvard’s Local Agriculture and Fresh, Affordable Local Produce, or go to the web site and click on Food Source Security.  We are compiling a list of local home or small producers. If you would like to be listed on the web site, please contact us.

Transportation

According to the U. S. 2000 Census, Harvard commuters drive an aggregate total of about 120,000 miles to and from work every day – 4.8 times around the world.  Harvard Local has identified the following initiatives to conserve automobile fuel, and will provide a community forum for discussing and organizing them:  Ride Sharing, Telecommuting, Commuter bus to South Acton MBTA, Promoting biking and walking in town, Encouraging more local businesses, and Changing driving habits.

To explore all these initiatives in more detail, please go to our web site: www.HarvardLocal.org .
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